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! very brond outline to take the following sters: 


§.  Seloct  ¢roun of Catholies such as the Minority lishts Groun and 
nrvanen Lor Jerinlation to reform Storront in such a wiy as woold enable 
thoir leavers lo persvade the Yepublican Movement to turn evainst violence. 
AB the LRA is wenlkened if would quickly be ross*ble to itch up a= cease 
fire vhich would turn into fh peace with the release of internees ete. 





_ ALSOW polioine Gf the Catt ol + nvens t¢ be undertaken by vigilantes 
i ~ et er | qe thy elas are 2 Ninian aia A 
Fe pean aenon with the Yritish Army until the reformed constitution is 
‘ aie Nites ; ? j : 5 

See ened after which they could probably work in conjunction with the 
RUC as Reserve Constables. 


©. Recosninze current unofficial methods of 4l'ocating houses so as to 
extend the existins physical sesreration of the communities. 


ae d. Legalize the Yerubliean Movement ard permit it to exert the sare sort 
<<“ of influence on Roman Catholic political sroups as the Orange Order has 
traditionally exerted on the Unionists. 


9. . The immediate difficulty about adorting this alternative is that it would 

provoke violent oprosition from the Protestant community. However, if the 

Catholic comminity did not press for too much in the new constitution, and if the 

i army acted firmly and quickly against the Protestants it might - bearing in mind 
the general state of wae weariness - be possible to get a solution accented 





+i which would hold for a few years. If however the Protestants deciced to oppose 

ay the army with an underrround organization using proper force like the IA as 5 
3 opposed to mere street disorders, we would have a new campaign to fight which would 
i involve an a start the setting up of an intelligence organization capable of 

é discovering how the new subversive group operated. 

a 

x 10, The less immediate problem, assuming that an agreement was reached in the 


short term,would be to prevent the Catholic leadership being infiltrated by 
extremists acting either to bring about premature re-unification of the country 
or to bring about a left wing revolution under cover of a campaign of 
ro-unification. There is no doubt that the country would be extremely vulnerable 
to sich a situation arisine and virtual ¥ \el:less :* :t sid, since the Catholic 
community would refard action by the Provincial Government's forces as an infringement 
or an agtression but would itself be in complete subjection to its own Republican 
Movement through whom such yressure would be exerted. It is even possible that 

a similar situation gould arise from the action of a right wing "patriotic" 


group in the Republic. There are many permutations to this theme. 





Conclusions 


11, Undoubtedly the analysis given above is a gross over simplification and 
no actual solution is likely to fit exactly into one of the two main alternatives 
| mentioned. On the other hand unless some general policy guidance is given on 





the long term situation our operations. are very likel: sly prejudice. 


{ho future. “Housing problems, how to handle vigilantes, policy relating to the 
way in which the RUC are used on all matters which crop up almost daily and our 
Comrunity Relations and Area Rehabilitation programme must take some rezard to — ; 

the fundamental question of whether we want to encourage moderate Catholic 

leadership to influence the population or whether we should be trying to persuqde 


the people to think and act on their own behalf. | 
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